
Benjamin Broadcast 

Dear Benjamin Families, 

It’s hard to believe that the 
school year is coming to a close.  
We want to thank each of our 
families who will be moving onto 
to other schools for next year, 
whether it is through movement 
to the junior high or that your 
family is moving out of the Ben-
jamin area.  We are thankful for 
the opportunity to have been a 

part of your child’s life, and we 
wish your family the best in the 
future.  We will miss all of you! 

Be sure to continue to check Teach-
erease to see your child’s progress 
this year.  We are proud of the pro-
gress our students have made this 
year. 

Have a great month and a fabulous 
summer! 

Please contact our office at (309)

557-4410 if you have any ques-

tions. 

Sincerely, 

Marlys Bennington-

benninmm@unit5.org 

Principal 
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Wednesdays are 

designated as Spirit 

Wear Days.  Students & 

staff may wear 

Benjamin Bear clothing 

or orange & black. 

Benjamin Talent Show 2019 

Each year, Student Council sponsors the Benjamin Talent Show, which will be 

held on Friday, May 24th . We will have two shows, 8:30 am for K, 2nd, and 4th, 

and 1:00 pm for 1st, 3rd, & 5th. Please see the lunch time changes listed 

above.  We look forward to seeing all of that Benjamin Bear talent!  A big thank-

you to our 5th grade Council members, who are our stagehands and announcers 

for the Talent Show.   Their last meeting will be Wednesday, May 1st. The Council 

this year has provided great leadership for our school!     

 

5th Grade Recognition 

5th grade parents, we hope you will be able to join us on Thursday, 

May 22nd for our 5th Grade Recognition, which takes place in the 

gym.  If you have a child in band or orchestra, you will want to arrive 

at 12:50 pm to see their video performance.  The rest of the program 

begins at 1:00 pm.   This event will showcase our 5th graders and their 

experiences this year, as well as touch on some moments from the 

past six years.  

Last Day of School 

Schedule 

The last day of school will 

be Friday, May 31st.  

School hours will be 7:45

-10:45 am.  Breakfast 

will be served. 

Lunch Time Changes for May 22nd & 24th 

Due to the special events planned for May 22nd & 24th, we will be starting each lunch 20 

minutes earlier than usual.  Please keep this in mind when scheduling activities or ap-

pointments. Kindergarten & 4th will start at 10:40, 1st & 3rd will start at 11:10, and 2nd & 

5th will start at 11:40.   



 

 Moving? 

If you know you are 

moving, and your child  

will not be attending 

Benjamin for the 2019-

20 school year, please 

contact our office at 

(309)557-4410 or email 

Mrs. Bennington at 

benninmm@unit5.org.  

Thanks you! 
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PE Shorts 

Save the Date! 

 May 22nd - 12:50pm - 5th Grade Recognition 

May 24th - 8:30am & 1:00pm - Talent Show  

(Notice Date Change Since Last Day of School 
Has Moved) 

May 31st - 10:45am Dismissal - Last Day of 
School 

Medication that is being stored in the nurse’s office this school year must be picked up by a parent by the 

last day of school. All medications left after the school year ends will be disposed of and will not be stored in 

office for next year. If you have questions, please contact me.  Just a reminder that Unit 5 requires a new  

Administration of Medications at School form to be completed and submitted to the office each school year. 

Forms will be sent home with each child who currently has medication at school this year. Please bring 

forms in on or before the first day of school. If your child will be new to having medication, please bring the 

medication and form to school at beginning of  the 2019-20 year. It has been a pleasure caring for your chil-

dren this year. Have a happy and safe summer.  

Karen Reichard RN, BSN/Benjamin Nurse 

Nurse’s Notes ~ Mrs. Reichard 

It has been a true honor and privilege to be able to spend the past nine 
years at Benjamin. I can’t think of a better way to end a teaching career. 
Your children have provided endless amounts of joy every... single... day. 
I will miss them terribly!!  Not many people are lucky enough to teach in a 
building with strong leadership, talented and caring teachers, great sup-
port staff, and motivated students, and for this I am grateful. Thank you 
for always being supportive of our Physical Education program. I hope “I 
did you proud!” 
As for me, “the mountains are calling and I must go.”  It is time for me to 
trade in my tennis shoes for hiking boots! 
 
Happy Trails to you all, 
Jo Myers 

Library News and Notes 

The last classes for book check out will be the week of April 29th-May 3rd.  All library books should be returned the 
week of May 6th.  During this week, we will be sending home emails and notes for books that have not been returned.  
Thank you, in advance, for helping your student locate missing books.  As we wrap up book check out, we are prepar-
ing for summer reading!  We will be hosting our Spring Book Fair from May 13th-17th.  This will be the perfect oppor-
tunity for students to stock up on great books to read during the summer break.  More information about our Book 
Fair will be coming home soon!  Thank you for supporting our library this year!    Mrs. Mroz 

End of Year Information 

Our office will close on Wednesday, June 5th at 3:00pm.  

We will return to the office on Tuesday, July 30th.  If you 

have questions between those dates, please email Mrs. Ben-

nington at benninmm@unit5.org.   

Unit 5 will have be using Infinite Campus next year, instead 

of Skyward.  Be watching for more information this sum-

mer for log in information.  You will use Infinite Campus to 

complete your online registration this summer. 
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This year we will be saying goodbye to five of our staff members, as they will be retiring.  These wonderful people 

have been at Benjamin for many years, and they will be greatly missed!   Below they are listed alphabetically by last 

name with some information about them over the years. 

Dawn Goldman ~ 5th Grade 

Mrs. Goldman has worked in Unit 5 for 27 1/2 years at four different schools.  One of her favorite memories from 

Benjamin has been creating friendships with her 5th grade team.  In retirement, she is looking forward to spending 

time with her grandchildren.  She is also looking forward to reading, biking, traveling, and spending time with her 

family.  Her advice to our Benjamin Bears ~ Remember to always work smarter, not harder! 

Margie Junis ~ Kitchen Manager 

Mrs. Junis has worked for 21 years in education, with 16 of those years spent in Unit 5.  She has worked at Kingsley 

Jr. High and Benjamin during this time.  Some of her favorite memories from Benjamin are Mrs. Dorothy Benja-

min’s 100th Birthday Celebration and Making Thunder Cakes with the children during author Patricia Polacco’s 

visit.  After retiring, Margie and her husband are moving to LaFayette, IL, where they will live in a home on a nine 

hole golf course and 30 acres of woods.  Mrs. Junis is looking forward to golfing, fishing, hunting, hiking, and vol-

unteering during her retirement.  She would like for our students to remember to treat others as you would like to 

be treated with love, care, and respect! 

Chris Kriter ~ Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Kriter has worked in Unit 5 for 14 1/2 years.  Before coming to 

Benjamin, she worked at Fairview Elementary.  Her favorite memories 

are her great co-workers and the wonderful families here at Benjamin.  

She plans to relax, travel a bit more, and spend time with her grand-

children in her retirement.  She is also looking forward to exercising 

more and sleeping in a little more!  She would like for Benjamin stu-

dents to remember to be kind, work hard, and have fun. 

Peg Lovin ~ Kindergarten 

Mrs. Lovin has taught for 27 years, 24 of which have been in Unit 5.  

She has taught Title I Reading, 1st Grade, and Kindergarten over the years.  Peg and her husband will be moving to 

Iowa after she retires, and she plans to be relaxing, enjoying her grandchildren, reading, and cooking.  She also 

plans to do a little bit of chocolate shopping in some notable candy shops!  She says that she has too many favorite 

moments at Benjamin to list, but she does love the smiles at Benjamin!  She says it is a school of smiles!  She likes 

Helen Keller’s Quote of Happiness ~ “When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long 

at the closed door that we do not see the one which has been opened for us.” 

Jo Myers ~ Physical Education 

Ms. Myers has had the privilege of working at 8 different schools in Unit 5 over the past 29 years.  She has taught 

for a total of 35 years.  In retirement, she is planning to start every day off with plenty of coffee, and she is looking 

forward to spending more time with family in Denver and Minneapolis.  She will be helping to care for her mother, 

who is 82 years young.  She will also be a freedom driver with Lucky Star Cavalier Rescue, helping to get dogs into 

foster care until they can be adopted.  Ms. Myers said that she loved being selected as one of the Benjamin PE 

teachers, opening a brand new school, and getting the Project Fit America grant as some of her highlights over the 

years.  Her advice to Benjamin students is, “In a world where you can be anything….always be kind.” 



Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will have all 

students arriving one hour later than regular school start times.  Elementary 

schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.  Transportation pick up times will 

run one hour later on these days than on regular days. 

 

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 90 

minutes of job embedded professional development and collaboration, which 

will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning opportunity for stu-

dents, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research supports ongoing, sus-

tained, results oriented collaboration. 

This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in content 

area practices and assessments, develop student achievement goals driven by 

data, collaborate in the development of instructional strategies, develop com-

mon course assessments, analyze assessment data to guide instruction, col-

laborate on differentiating instruction for students, and enhance classroom 

technology integration through training. 

Upcoming Late Starts: May 8th 

 
Benjamin Elementary School 
6006 Ireland Grove Rd. 
Bloomington, IL 61705 
 

http://www.unit5.org/

Domain/9 

May 3rd  9:00-1:00 ~ Kindergarten to Miller Park Zoo 

   9:00-12:45 ~ 4S to Midwest Food Bank 

May 6th-10th  Staff Appreciation Week 

May 7th  9:15-1:30 ~ 5th Grade to Cornbelters 

May 8th  8:45am ~ Late Start 

May 13th  6:30pm ~ PTO Meeting in the IMC 

May 14th  Bloomington Public Library Assemblies 

May 22nd  All Lunches Start 20 Minutes Early 

   12:50-2:30pm ~ 5th Grade Recognition ~ Gym 

May 24th  8:30 & 1:00 ~ Talent Show 

   All Lunches Start 20 Minutes Early 

   Last Day for 5th Grade Band & Orchestra 

May 27th  No School ~ Memorial Day 

May 31st  7:45-10:45am ~ Last Day of Student Attendance 

June  5th  Benjamin Office Closes for Summer 

July 31st  3:00-6:00pm ~ Registration for New Families/Pre-Ordered 

   Supply Kit Pick Up 

Aug. 14th  6:00-7:00pm ~ Open House/Back to School Night 

Aug. 16th  7:45-2:30 ~ 1st Day of Student Attendance 

 

Benjamin Calendar 

Phone: 309-557-4410 
Fax: 309-557-4511 

Benjamin Mission Statement 
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and 
empower all students to be proactive leaders. 

McLean County Unit 
District 5 

Late starts during the 2018-2019 school year 

 

Staff Goodbyes 

In addition to our re-

tirees, we will also be 

saying goodbye to 

Mrs. Lee ~ 5th 

Grade, and Mrs. Git-

tleson ~ 4th Grade.  

Mrs. Lee will be mov-

ing to teach at Grove 

Elementary, where 

her own children at-

tend school.  Mrs. 

Gittleson and her 

family are moving 

back to the Chicago 

area.  Best of luck to 

both of them!  We 

will miss them! 



Lost & Found 

Please check the Lost & 

Found table in the lobby 

for items your child may 

have lost.  There are 

many very nice items.  

Any items remaining will 

be donated on June 5th. 

PTO Updates 
Please join us for our May PTO Meeting 
on Monday, May 13th at 6:30 pm in the 
IMC at Benjamin.   We discuss a 
variety of topics related to our 
school.   

March GROWL Winners 

Congratulations to the fol-

lowing students who were 

our March GROWL win-

ners:   

Dennis Brown (PE 

Delveaux), Denzel Brown 

(PE Delveaux), Walker Mul-

lins (PE Myers), Madelynn 

Petersen (PE Myers), Olivia 

Dugan (KF), Sahasra 

Kolipaka (KF), Jericho 

Baldwin (KH), Kate Mathias 

(KH), Tillie Weaver (KK), 

Sragvi Yelgam (KK), Srey-

ansh Komuravelli (KL), 

Londyn Menken (KL), Vi-

haan Akula (1A), Gemma 

Smith (1A), Michelle Fraley 

(1D), Cohen Rogers (1D), 

Amelia Lommatsch (1G), 

Aahil Mohammad (1G), 

Harshak Duggirala (1S), Al-

lison Mickens (1S), Akshara 

Kora (2Fi), Disha Rai (2Fi), 

Kaitlyn Kline (2Fo), Alexa 

Lynch (2Fo), Milly Hender-

son (2K), Advithi Potturi 

(2K), Shreyas Gasireddy 

(2V), Ayman Mohammed 

(2V), Ainsley Davies (3A), 

Emmett Morris (3A), Jalen 

Carter (3C), Rachel Russell 

(3C), Jaece Deterding (3G), 

Sofie Feit (3G), Brayden 

Manning (3H), Kamalini 

Nukanaboina (3H), Logan 

Bradshaw (4G), Cole Brent 

(4G), Violet Kopsell (4M), 

Ami Velath (4M), Baylor 

Convery (4S), Sri Puvvala 

(4S), Lauren Michaels 

(5AG), Manha Mohammad 

(5AG), Seth Person (5DG), 

Gavin Michaels (5L), Su-

mitra Paramatmuni (5L), 

Rithika Shilam (5W), and 

Ashlyn Welborn (5W). 

These students celebrated 

with a pizza party with Mrs. 

Bennington on April 16, 

2019.   

How does a Benjamin Bear 

receive a GROWL?  

GROWLS are earned by go-

ing above and beyond our 

expectations in the areas of 

respect, responsibility, or 

safety.  These are important 

behaviors that will allow 

them to become successful 

adults.   

Each month, two students 

from each class will be 

drawn from all of the 

GROWL winners from that 

month.  These students will 

be rewarded with a pizza 

luncheon with the principal.  

They also receive a GROWL 

medal, as a special gift.  We 

hope to recognize quality 

character in many of our 

students throughout the 

year.   

 

Dance Team tryouts begin on Tuesday, May 7th at 

4:00pm.  Students need to bring their signed permis-

sion slip in order to participate, and 3 teacher evalua-

tions submitted by May 7th.   If you have questions, 

please email Miss Magnus at magnus,@unit5.org.   

 Start watching the Evans website now for more infor-

mation regarding sports tryout dates, clubs, and other 

learning opportunities. You don’t want to miss out on 

your child’s favorite activities.   

New Family Registration ~ Wednesday, July 31st 

New family registration for Benjamin will take place on 

Wednesday, July 31st from 3:00-6:00 pm.  Please help 

spread the word as you meet new neighbors this summer.  
Pre-purchased supply kit pick up will also take place dur-

ing that time. 


